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SPECIAL GENEROSITY EMPHASIS EDITION
“EARN & SAVE & GIVE ALL YOU CAN”

Pastor’s Ponderings

By

Steve Young

For our Generosity/Stewardship Emphasis, we’re going
with something different rather than the separate mailing of
a packet. Instead, as you can see in the header above, this
information will be included here in this special edition of the
November newsletter...so, please read on (and particularly
note the half-page 2022 Estimate of Giving slip at the end).
MINISTRIES ARE ON A “COME-BACK”!
Of course, it continues to be a complicated time for us
during this ongoing pandemic. But we can be thankful, this
month of Thanksgiving, for the advancements of science
giving us prevention protocols, treatments, and vaccines to
reduce the spread of this disease and others, even though,
obviously, not everyone is on board as the virus circulates
even now at high transmission rates. We’ll pray for those
“hold-outs” after giving thanks for God’s blessings.
Regardless of the complexities, I’m thankful that we’ve
finally been able to broadcast our worship services and Bible studies live this year, even as we still hold some events
via Zoom. Technology IS such a blessing, and the presence
of online participants has grown our attendance in new and
significant ways, even with continued support of ministries.
Of course, in-person worship has also been available, with
decisions about safety protocols in place by Governance
Board majority action. Even now in-house Sunday school is
starting up again, providing additional ministry with children
and youth, being combined with the Wednesday Kids Club
and Sunday Youth Group which started earlier this fall.
All of our ministries remain fully funded—thanks to you
and others! Let me give a “pie” summary about that next.➔
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(“Pastor’s Ponderings,” continued)
SUPPORT OF MINISTRIES ARE AT HIGH LEVELS!
Hart UMC’s budget and spending so far for 2021 has been
anything but “normal,” but it’s all been more typical compared to
last year, 2020. Here’s a rundown...and, like last year, it’s being
pictured this Thanksgiving month as a pumpkin pie!!
Of course, even though our income and spending is not complete for 2021’s budget (and see Walt U.’s third quarter report
elsewhere in this newsletter), we can still see some budgeting
patterns, as represented in the pieces of the pie shown here.
You saw in last month’s newsletter that we now have a new
church secretary hired (welcome, Krystle: now I don’t have to
do everything, which was saving
the church money, but...!), and,
as I just reported, church programming is coming back. So,
Congregational Care
expenses will be on the rise as
we finish the year. With that in
Worship
mind, probably one-half our budgOutet spending will be dedicated to
Facilities
reach,
what I call “Congregation Care,”
Missions,
as represented by the top three
Education
pieces of pie in this picture. This
will include both the pay for our
church secretary and my salary and expenses prorated for this
“Care” category of ministry, as well as most of the programming
aspects of church, i.e., those which require financial support.
Then, with some variability, almost a quarter of our spending
is for “Facilities,” as shown in the big piece of pie at the lower
left in the picture. This represents expenses for buildings and
grounds, including utilities, at both the church building and the
parsonage, as well as the custodian’s salary. And I need to say
that, blessedly, we do have some generous donations outside
of the church budget, including our Memorial Funds, which can
be used to meet special facility project costs upon Gov. Board
approval. Still, we do have regular, on-going facility expenses.
The remaining two pieces of pie—those two at the lower right
in the picture—signify the rest of our church budget spending.
The “bigger” slice is spending for “Worship,” which includes my
prorated compensation for this most important ministry. The
other smaller slice represents church investments for the vital
ministries of “Outreach, Missions, and Education,” with most of
this spending comprised of the Youth Director’s salary along
with my remaining prorated portion. In all, it’s actually less than
10% of our total church budget, so we count on and appreciate
our volunteers in these crucial areas of ministry! Thank you!

A NOTE ABOUT OUR
“MINISTRY SHARES”
In the adjacent picture of the
pumpkin pie, and in the accompanying analysis of our
church budget spending, no
mention is made about a
large item of ministry spending, that is, what’s known as
our “Ministry Shares.” These
“shares” are the apportioned
askings of each Michigan
United Methodist church for
the financial support of our
UMC ministries around the
state and beyond, as administered through our Michigan
Conference bishop’s office
and through our Midwest
District, side-by-side with the
other eight Michigan districts.
Hart UMC considers our Ministry Shares as cooperative
and bonus mission giving, so
the apportioned asking is not
included in the yearly budget.
Instead, like other mission
items, this money is solicited
independently and received
through special designated
funds. For 2021, this is about
$18,000, and we are on track
to pay our Ministry Shares in
full, thanks to those who
have and faithfully continue
to contribute!
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Instructions for returning
your “2022 Estimate of
Giving” slip (see back
page), preferably by Commitment Sunday, 11/14/21
On the flipside of this
newsletter’s back page
address panel, there is a
“2022 Estimate of Giving”
half-page slip. Please fill
it out and return this slip
BY NOVEMBER 14, 2021.
We’ll celebrate the collected responses’ total
amount on the following
Sunday, November 21,
confidentially, of course.
Then names only of those
responding will be listed
in the December – January newsletter, unless indicated otherwise in the
checkbox on the slip.
Please prayerfully choose
ONE of the options listed
(i.e., giving per week, biweekly, per month, quarterly, or as a one-time
gift), write in the amount
expected, and carefully
separate the half-sheet
slip for return. Then bring
the completed slip to the
church building during
worship or at some other
time, or mail it in to the
church address on the
reverse side. Also, on that
address side, please confirm your correct address
on the mailing label, making any changes needed
and/or noting any seasonal address updates
(please print...thank you!).
Updates on telephone
numbers and email addresses can be included
as well. Thank you!

Special Edition Article: John Wesley’s Words for Right Now

You’re probably used to hearing people in church talk about giving. But when was the last time in church that you talked about
earning or saving? Is it unchristian to earn money? Is it wrong to
save for ourselves and for our families? John Wesley didn’t think so.
Wesley was the Christian evangelist from England who, in the
1700’s, helped to officially organize the founding of the Methodist
movement, just as we’ve been learning in our Fall Bible Study,
“Revitalization,” on Thursdays. (Note: That six-week study will conclude on November 4, but previous sessions can still be seen on
our church’s website, hartunitedmethodist.org, and on Facebook.)
Wesley once gave a remarkable sermon in 1744 called “The Use
of Money,” and in it he said that the important thing isn’t money itself but how we use it. Wesley’s surprising advice from that time still
rings true today, some 277 years later, as he said, “earn all you can,
save all you can, and give all you can.”
We’ve started a Sunday sermon series which is looking into
these “earn/save/give” words of Wesley, particularly through the
lens of relevant scripture passages. We’re already finding that Wesley’s somewhat surprising advice from that time IS still appropriate
for today: earn and save and give all you can. In fact, as you can
see, that’s the theme of our annual Generosity/Stewardship Emphasis time, even as you’re reading about it here in this newsletter.
You’ll also be hearing more about it in the 4-week sermon series
through November 14, 2021 (with these and previous sermons accessible on demand on our website and on Facebook). That second
Sunday in November is being called “Commitment Sunday” with the
hope that commitments, in the form of estimates of giving for next
year, will be submitted via the form on the last page of this newsletter (with additional forms available in the newsletter copies at the
Welcome Center). See the adjacent red side panel on this page for
details about how to return your 2022 Estimate of Giving slip.
There are two main reasons to fill out and return this slip. First, it
allows the church to plan more accurately for next year’s ministries,
basing our ministry budget on the expected amount of contributions.
Secondly, filling out this slip of paper is an opportunity to set a goal
for giving in the coming year, all while trusting God to provide, just
as our money says: “In God We Trust.”
In that regard, you’re encouraged to give to the Lord the biblical
tithe of 10% of your determined income, even as you “earn all you
can” and “give all you can” while you “save all you can.” If that 10%
amount is beyond you right now, you can move toward a tithe by
increasing your giving over last year’s amount—and thank you for
your faithful giving! Indeed: thank you for all you do to further the
mission of Christ’s church. You have made and can continue to
make such a difference, earning, saving, and giving the way you do!
Faithfully yours,
Pastor Steve
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Hart UMC Third Quarter Financial Report—2021
During the third quarter of this year we receipted in $45,818 and
paid out $36,565 for a positive cash-flow of $9,253. We were able to
pay 25% of our Ministry Share obligations during this quarter and anticipate paying the balance of our Ministry Share obligations by
year’s end. We also collected $415 in special conference designated
giving donations and $1,775 in Memorial funds. In tracking our budget, we have expended 67% of our total year's Operational budget, so
are 8% under budget for the year from an expenditure standpoint.
Our expenses are down due to not having to pay for an office manager the last 3 months as well as saving on other costs due to decreased activity attributed to the pandemic. The Church's Bank accounts on September 30th totaled $141,352.42, and consisted of the
following sub-fund balances:
General fund
$56,864.41
Youth
5,427.30
Van Fund
14.99
Ministry shares
6,103.00
Emergency repairs 1,000.00
Care fund
904.10
Building Fund
11,751.09
College Care Fund
130.94
Memorial Fund
55,734.66
Music Program
1,462.86
Noisy Can (S.School) 459.81
PC Pantry Fund
969.26
Conf. Specials
530.00
$141,352.42
Respectfully Submitted,
Walter Urick, Governance Board Member & Finance Liaison,
October 10, 2021

ALL SAINTS
HOLY COMMUNION,
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
All Saints Sunday follows a
centuries-old church tradition
of honoring those deceased,
similar to Memorial Day. The
names of those associated
with Hart UMC who have
died since last All Saints will
be read during a Time of Remembrance on November 7,
with a candle lighted and bell
tolled in their memory. Holy
Communion, with the “communion of the saints,” will also be observed. We’ll again
use “combo cups,” available
for the week before, during,
and the week after this day
in the previously-announced
ways: at the table in the
sanctuary hallway, in the box
on the church office front
door, or by calling the church
office to arrange for delivery.
Please plan to participate!

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Collection

Shoebox season is underway. Shoeboxes are located in the
church building’s hallways. Please have your boxes packed
and to the front of the sanctuary during National Collection
Week, November 15—21, 2021. If you aren’t interested in
packing but would still like to help, donations toward shipping
are always
appreciated
($10 suggested, payable to Hart
UMC and
marked with
the designation: “OCC.”).
Blessings!

Daylight Saving Time
(D.S.T.) ends early in the
morning on November 7, so
make sure to “fall back” one
hour on the Saturday night
before, November 6, to be on
time for church—although, if
you forget and you’re an
hour early for worship, that
will be OK!
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Summary of Governance Board Minutes, October 18, 2021

November Birthdays
1– Jeni Gebhart
2– Asher Sorensen
3– Joe Leonardo
4– Meg Algrim;
Samantha Fotis;
Trenton Fotis
6– Beverly Wood
8– Ally Sorensen
12– Lazarus Banwell;
Pat Wever
14– Lynda Barco;
Marsha Taylor
15– Sherry Holden;
Joel Prather
17– Nancy Peters
18– David Schwarz;
Traci Swihart;
Aaron Jones
19– William Carskadon

26– Bill Brubaker
27– Chris Jensen
30– Martin Drechen

—Trunk “N Treat is Halloween night, 6-8 p.m., with cider & donuts;
—A new Hart UMC brochure was distributed;
—A Sunday-by-Sunday Choir may return, and special music, too;
—The ventilation windows will be closed as it gets colder;
—Access code for Bible studies will be sent out;
—A Covid-19 update shows Oceana County with high transmission;
—Cancelation policies and procedures will remain the same;
—Hallack snowplowing contract will be approved with clarification;
—Parking space in front of church offices will be left open for visitors;
—Sunday school will start October 31 for grades 1-6, with lessons by
Pastor Steve and release after worship’s Young People’s Time,
except for communion Sundays; Heifer Intl. will be the mission;
—Pastor Steve will check about remaining as a Red Cross shelter;
—A new mission and vision statement will be developed after the
UMC General Conference meeting next September, 2022.
—Calendaring: Next meeting is 11/22/21; No UMW fall luncheon.

Sunday School Begins

As of October 31, 2021, Hart UMC Sunday school begins again
after more than a year-and-a-half wait. Children in grades 1 through
6 are invited to attend, being released to the Sunday morning session from worship after Young People’s Time. The lessons, being
produced by Pastor Steve, will coordinate with the worship theme,
with its scripture lesson and a related hands-on project or craft.
Like we did before, Heifer International will be the Sunday school
mission again, with buttons and cards being collected by the kids
month-to-month about the animals and environmental projects promoted by Heifer. The weekly Sunday school offering will then be sent
to Heifer for these worldwide mission projects.
To be a teacher or a teaching team, please sign up on the clipboard on the Fellowship Hall counter, preferably volunteering for the
entire month to bring continuity and consistency for the children (and
note that there will not be a Sunday school session on the first-of-the
-month communion Sundays as kids will stay in worship on those
days for Holy Communion). The one-room classes will be held again
in the upstairs end room, up from the kitchenette and above the
church office, and will last until the worship service ends. Thank you!

FYI—No Fall Luncheon This Year by the UMW

The Hart UMW have decided not to hold the annual Fall Lunch
and Bazaar this year. Please keep us in your prayers as we continue
to be in mission, focusing on programs to support women and children, as we live out our Purpose: “United Methodist Women shall be
a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a
creative, supportive community; and to expand concepts of mission
through participation in global ministries of the church.”
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Choir??

There is talk of starting choir performances for Sunday worship. Ideas are to rehearse a familiar song in McRae Fellowship
Hall before the 10:30 a.m. worship begins. Watch for further announcements and details to come...and talk to Pastor Steve if
you would like to present special music on a Sunday.

United Methodist Women’s “Day Apart” on November 4

See more
information
posted
above the
drinking
fountain
across from
the Hart
UMC Welcome Center. Please
contact Penny B. if you
are interested in going.
There is no
RSVP, but
the cost is $3, and a freewill offering will also be received. Note:
LeValley UMC is near Ionia, Michigan, and the event is sponsored by the Midwest District UMW. Masking recommended.

Meijer “Simply Give” Food Cards

Don’t forget about the $10 scannable food cards on the display at the Hart UMC Welcome Center counter. These can be
scanned at the Ludington Meijer for the Bread of Life Food
Pantry in Hart. In addition, Muskegon Rescue Mission will receive donations from the cards scanned at the Harvey Street
and Holton Road Meijer locations. Meijer plans to double match
the amounts raised on Saturday, December 11 (e.g., Meijer will
add $20 to every $10 donation for a $30 total donation that
day). You can also donate directly to the Rescue Mission on
their website at muskegonmission.org, or send a check to them
at 2735 E. Apple Ave. Ste D, Muskegon, MI 49442. Finally,
there is a large barrel next to the Welcome Center for tangible
donations of unopened, commercially-produced foods items
which are picked up for Hart’s Bread of Life Food Pantry. Remember those in need this Thanksgiving and always. Thanks!

Advent and Christmas décor
will be put up and placed independently again this year
by November 28, the First
Sunday of Advent. Please
follow safety protocols, especially if working with others
outside of your household.
Also, please check with the
Church Office to coordinate a
decoration project and time.

Advanced Notice:
The Christmas Eve service
on Friday, December 24,
2021, will be a combined service with Hart Congregational United Church of Christ at
7 p.m. in their facility. Watch
for more details to come.
NOTE: Next month’s newsletter will be a combined issue for December, 2021, and
January, 2022. Please send
articles to the church email
address by November 20th
for both months. Thanks.
6

Advent Study to Begin Thursday, December 2

A four-session study for Advent will begin on Thursday, December 2, 2021, and continue each
Thursday through December 23. The sessions are being offered again through online broadcasts,
and live and in-person at the same time in our sanctuary as well, for those who choose, at 11 a.m.
Participation is available later, too, on demand through our Facebook and website pages, even as
previous studies as well as past worship services are available on demand, too.
This study, titled All the Good: A Wesleyan Way of Christmas, will dove-tail into our current Wesleyan focus of both the Fall Bible Study and our Generosity/Stewardship Emphasis as we look at
some practices in John Wesley’s “means of grace,” as he called them (and for more on this, see
Sessions #4 and #5 of the Fall Bible Study on Facebook or via our website’s “broadcast” button).
Each session will reflect on biblical passages in light of an aspect of
these means of grace. We’ll look at preparing the way for God, the impact
and significance of prayer, the substance of good works and caring for others, and sharing God’s mission in the world. The season of Advent offers
time and space for Christians to prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ at
Christmas through reflecting on the story of salvation, and this study will
help in that endeavor.
Finally, and although not needed for the study, copies of the study book
are available at the Church Office for $10, as are copies of a separate
month of December devotional book, also for $10, with 10 copies of each
one available to the first 10 people ready to purchase.
----------------------------------------------------------------------(please detach and return by November 14, 2021)

”Earn & Save & Give All You Can”
Generosity/Stewardship Emphasis
2022 Estimate of Giving

Name(s): _________________________________
(and please confirm this on the reverse side’s mailing label)

As an expression of Christian generosity and stewardship, with thanksgiving for God’s boundless
generosity, I/we make this commitment to Christ’s Church and the ministry of Hart UMC for the
2022 calendar year (or other period of time as noted below), giving in cheerful celebration and joy,
(choosing one option only):
$___________ per week, or $____________ bi-weekly, or
$___________ per month, or $___________ quarterly, or
$___________ as a one-time gift in ___________ (month)
It is understood that this estimate of giving may be adjusted at any time by contacting the church office.

□ Please contact me/us about how to include this congregation in my/our will or estate planning.
□ Check here if you desire NOT to have your name listed as a respondent in the upcoming
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December-January newsletter in which name(s) only—no dollar amounts—will be published.

Upcoming Events Calendar for Hart UMC:
NOVEMBER, 2021
4 (Thursday): Fall Bible Study #6 Live and In-Person Broadcast: 11 a.m.
6 (Saturday): “Fall Back” 1 hour for the end of Daylight Saving Time
7 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship & Communion: 10:30 a.m.
(All Saints Sunday with a Remembrance Service)
9 (Tuesday): Personal Care Pantry from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
14 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship; Kids Sun. School: 10:30 a.m.
(Generosity/Stewardship Emphasis Commitment Sunday)
15 (Monday): Pastor Steve Vacation Day
21 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship; Kids Sun. School: 10:30 a.m.
New Members Sunday
22 (Monday): Governance Board Meeting: 6:30 p.m.
23 (Tuesday): Personal Care Pantry from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
25 (Thursday): Thanksgiving Day: Offices Closed
28 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship; Kids Sun. School: 10:30 a.m.
The First Sunday of Advent
DECEMBER, 2021 (partial)
2 (Thursday): Advent Bible Study #1 Live and In-Person Broadcast: 11 a.m.
5 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship & Communion at 10:30 a.m.
The Second Sunday of Advent
6 (Monday): Pastor Steve vacation day
9 (Thursday): Advent Bible Study #2 Live and In-Person Broadcast: 11 a.m.
12 (Sunday): In-Person/Online/Radio Worship; Kids Sun. School: 10:30 a.m.
The Third Sunday of Advent
14 (Tuesday): Personal Care Pantry from 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
16 (Thursday): Advent Bible Study #3 Live and In-Person Broadcast: 11 a.m.

Contact Us
Call the office or check
out our website for more
information about us!

Hart United Methodist
308 S. State St.
Hart, MI 49420
(231) 873-3516
hartumc@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at
hartunitedmethodist.org
or like us on Facebook!

Digging Deep ~ Reaching Out ~ Looking Up

“SPECIAL EDITION”
Hart United Methodist Church
308 S. State St.
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